
You want professional-looking ID badges that  

represent your organization and reflect your brand. 

You may also like a unique design with features 

that aren’t easily duplicated such as elements of 

your brand, logos or emblems. 

 

It doesn’t matter if your company has 30, 300, or 

3,000 employees. With some forethought and 

planning, designing ID badges is easier than you 

may think.   

 

Managing your ID badge system in-house has 

many benefits. You can print cards instantly, have 

complete control and enjoy cost savings. 
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Learning the Fundamentals 

ID Card Design 

Branding 

ID cards can be used for multiple purposes – far 

beyond just visual identification, security or access 

control.  

 

More and more often, businesses are incorporating 

ID cards in their marketing and brand strategies. 

 

Adding an element of corporate identity into an ID  

card program can be a valid and cost-effective  

method for increasing brand awareness and  

recognition. This can include using primary brand  

colors, company logo, font, styling, etc. 
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What information should be placed 

on the back of the ID card? 

Is there any information that would be helpful for 

the person wearing the ID card?  

 

Depending upon the situation, this could include: 

• Emergency plans 

• Evacuation routes 

• Allergies  

• Medications 

• School bus number 

• Website or physical mailing address 
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What information should I put on  

the ID cards? 

When starting to design your ID card, it’s integral 

to understand what information and how much  

information will be included on your printed cards.  

 

Basic fields on your ID cards include:  

• Company logo 

• Company contact information 

• Cardholder name 

• Cardholder photo 

• Cardholder signature 

• Cardholder title (Business Analyst, Director) 

• Employee, student or customer ID number 

• Issue and/or expiration date 

 

Advanced options that can be added: 

• Barcode or QR code 

• Visual identification marker (HoloKote) 

• Security access level 

• Identifying details (height, weight, eye color) 

• How to return a lost card 

• How to replace a lost card 
 

• Office location 
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Less is more. 

When you’re thinking about which pieces of data 

you’re adding to your ID badge: more data isn’t 

always better. A card with too much information 

looks cluttered and is difficult to authenticate. 

Avoid putting “extra” information on the card just 

to fill space. 

 

We recommend you also consider security issues. 

Should a card become lost or stolen, make sure 

that there isn’t any information on the card that 

could jeopardize your company’s security. 

 

Once you decide what information you want on 

your card, decide how much needs to be on the 

front and what can be placed on the back.  

Do I need ID card software? 

When it comes to ID card software, all software 
programs have the ability to design and print cards, 
but some offer more advanced features and tools 
than others. ID software programs fall into one of 
three levels: entry, mid-level and fully featured. 

To help decide which ID software may be right for 
your credential program, answer these questions: 

• Do you need to connect to an outside database? 

• How many people will need to access your 

badging system? 

• Will you need the ability to print a barcode or 

encode magnetic stripes? 

 

Whether you’re an ID software novice or expert, 

you will benefit from trying CloudBadging Software. 

This cloud-based software goes beyond traditional 

ID software by providing a secure workspace to 

create, manage, and print ID badges - maximizing 

productivity and performance for everyone.  

 

CloudBadging’s intuitive, user-friendly interface 

guides you through each step. With powerful design 

tools, create ID cards quickly and efficiently. Access 

it from any internet connective device with a web 

browser, no matter your location.  

 

Each time you log in, you’ll be using the most  

current software version and enhancement - you 

never have to deal with costly updates again! 

CloudBadging goes beyond traditional ID  

software by providing a secure, cloud-based 

workspace for individuals or teams to create, 

manage, and print ID badges - maximizing 

productivity and performance for everyone. 

 

Try CloudBadging for 3 months free by  

visiting www.cloudbadging.com. 

 

Easily Create Professional Badges 

CloudBadging’s intuitive, user-friendly  

interface features fluid navigation that guides 

you every step of the way. With powerful  

design tools, you can expertly create  

great-looking badges quickly and confidently. 

 

A Powerful Feature Set 

Familiar tools and exclusive capabilities make 

ID badge design and management easy,  

uncomplicated and convenient. Whether 

you're brand new to making badges or a  

seasoned pro, CloudBadging is simple, secure 

and easy. 

 

Store Data Securely for Peace of Mind 

Keeping your data safe is our top priority.  

Unlike other ID card software your data is 

saved securely in the cloud, so there’s no risk 

of ever losing it if your computer crashes, 

gets hacked, or is stolen. 

 

Always the Latest Version 

Each time you log into CloudBadging, you’ll 

be using the most current release and  

enhancements. You’ll never have to hassle 

with time-consuming, costly updates again! 

 

A Single License for Unlimited Users 

Whether used by an individual or a team 

across multiple locations, a single license is all 

you will ever need. With CloudBadging, there 

are never additional licenses to buy or time-

consuming software installations to deal with. 

Add a new user to your master account by 

creating a login! 



 

(800) 321-4405 IDWholesaler.com Sales@IDWholesaler.com 

Is it important for the information to 

always be visible to the user? 

When wearing an ID badge, it’s not unusual for it to 

twist, swing and flip over.  

 

Instead of having to constantly adjust your creden-

tials, consider if it would make sense for the infor-

mation to be featured on both sides of the card. 

 

If the information on the front and back will be  

separate, consider how they will be worn.  

 

Do you need badge holders or card slots?  

 

Do I need any encoded information 

like a barcode or magnetic stripe? 

Barcodes and magnetic stripes can often take up 

large amounts of space that you’ll want to account  

for in your ID card design. 

 

Barcodes store information optically in parallel 

lines of different widths and spacing. The numbers 

represent a numerical field in a company’s  

database and are read by scanning them with a 

barcode scanner. Barcode encoding stores data 

about that cardholder in computer records. 

 

A magnetic stripe card features a black or brown 

stripe on the back of a PVC card. Often found on 

gift cards, membership cards, credit cards and 

driver’s licenses, the magnetic stripe stores a 

range of vital cardholder data.  

Are you concerned about damaging the internal 

components of a proximity card?  

 

None to worry: a variety of ID badge holders and 

grippers can protect your card and keep it visible 

without having to use a slot punch. 

From what distance will ID cards be 

seen? 

If your ID cards need to be seen from far away, 

such as making sure the cardholder has  

proper access to a location, try adding in a color 

block to your ID design.  

 

Alternatively, badge backers are a great way to 

easily see whether the cardholder is allowed in a 

specific area.  

 

Worn together with ID badges, badge backers  

feature a colored and printed area displaying the 

badge wearer's title (‘Doctor,’ ‘Teacher,’ or 

‘Technician’) that is placed behind the ID badge. 
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Will you be using cards with embedded security or 

data features – like a holographic seal or a 1D or 

2D barcode? You’ll need to determine where they 

will be located on the card so the design for your 

company’s ID cards can accommodate the security 

feature. 

ID card design advice & tips 

Does your company have specific fonts,  

icons, designs and colors they use? 

 

What design elements will be included? Your ID 

card is a reflection of your organization’s identity 

and should include your primary fonts and colors.  

 

Choose a font and font size that will be easy to 

read (sans serif fonts typically work best). Solid 

color backgrounds help make the badge's  

information stand out more effectively and are  

easier to authenticate. 

Do I need any security elements? 
Sans serif fonts are easier to scan and read 

When choosing a font, think about readability 

along with brand standards. Sans serif fonts are 

usually easier to read, which in the case of  

security, you’ll want to be able to quickly glance  

at a card. 

Which orientation is best for your ID cards? 

 

Depending on the arrangement of your card  

contents - your logo, employee photos, barcode, 

and other card elements - may fit better in a  

horizontal or a vertical format.  

 

Longer logos or text fields will look better on a  

horizontal orientation since you won’t have to 

shrink the font size or wrap the text to fit in the  

allotted card space.  
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What type of background are you using? 

One component of photo ID cards that gets little 

attention is the ID photo background.  

 

The background color or style of your photos can 

entirely change the look of your ID cards, at very 

little cost. Many IDs include a crisp white photo 

background. It helps the image ‘pop’ and keeps the 

overall look of the card clean.  

 

Using different colored photo backdrops is also an 

easy and inexpensive way to visually classify 

groups of people, by department, for example. 

Wearing your IDs 

Finally, you’ll need to decide how you’d like your  

ID cards displayed.  

 

The most common configuration is an ID badge 

holder with a lanyard. An ID card is placed inside 

the badge holder and attached to the lanyard with 

a badge clip. 

Conclusion 

We’re always happy to help our customers optimize 

their ID card programs. Card design is a major 

component of how your ID card will appear to  

others. By following the suggestions provided, you 

can be a successful ID badge maker in very little 

time. 

 

Whether you choose to manage your company’s ID 

card design yourself or work with a graphic  

designer, ID Wholesaler has you covered! 

 

From the ID card software - like our proprietary  

CloudBadging - to all the supplies, cards,  

equipment and more, you can trust our dedicated 

ID Professionals can help you with your card design 

questions. 

 

Free CloudBadging Trial Subscription 

 

Give CloudBadging a test drive for yourself. If 

you’d like to try a free 3-month subscription to 

CloudBadging ID Badge Management Software, call 

us today at (800) 321-4405 or visit 

www.cloudbadging.com. 


